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The Commune gave priority to education — one child in
three would otherwise have had no schooling at all — and
the National Guard evicted nuns and priests from the city’s
schools. An all-women committee, including the anarchist
Louise Michel, organised classes for women, and opened
girls’ schools and day nurseries near the factories.

One of the most striking aspects of the Paris Commune
was its carnival atmosphere. It was a festival of the oppressed’:
the city had ‘all the signs of being on holiday . .. The excitement
was 5o intense that people moved about as if in a dream . . " Paris
was ‘a place where people still laugh.” But it was only to last for
1 PLACE 73 days. With the city under
‘IIlAHGl_IJ continuous siege, food became

~ scarce and soaring prices
led to extreme hardship.
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